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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL.
Legislative Deputrnent,

NOTIFICATION .

No. 1155L.–5th May, 1953.–The Governor
raving been pleased to order under rule 48 of the

West Bengal Legislative Assembly Prweclun Rule&
the publication of the following Bill, together with
the - Statement of Objects and Rea3bns which
accompanies it, in the Calcutta Gazelle, the Bill dId
the Statement of Objects and Reasons are aaord-
ingly hereby published for general infqruaation:=

TiDE WEST BENGAL ESTATES ACQUISITION BILL, 1953.

coNrEiws

CHArrBR I

Sections.

1. Short title and extent.

2. De6nitions
3. Act to override other laws, etc.

Prellrninary.

CI{APTBR ri..,/

AcquUdon of agtates -aTalhe rights of hOermnlhrleg thereIn.

4.
j.
6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Noti6cation vesting estates and rights of intermediaries.
ERect of notificatioD.

Right of intermediary to retain certain properties. ' ’
+E'tearB of land revenue and cesses duo from any intermediary.

Arrears of rent due to an intermediary and decrees tor such arrears,
Collector to take charge of estates and rights of intermediaries vested in the State.

Panaky fOI nonoomplianoe ot CoBectot’s order.

P•!rnent af ad-iatcrim comNnsation.
M+uBerneat of estates and interests of intermediaries vested in the State.

CHArtER 111.

AUUlned bId payment of oompelaBado&

13. Pl;tnratim tK Compeantion A£se891nent Roll.

14. Garate trcatarent of each casbarcr inteurediary for purpou of asscsment and
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15. Gross income and net income.
B
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Sections.
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THE WEST BENGAL ESTATES ACQUISITION BILL1 1953,

to provide jor the State ucquisilion oj estates, ol rights ol inter-
rnediaries therein and oi certain rights oi r&iyats and under-
ral)’ats.

WHER£AS the Permanent Settlement made in May, 1793, Ban. Ron.
has outlived its usefulness and has become unsuitable-for the I 'JF 1703•

needs of a progressive society;

AND WH£RE AS it is expedient in the public interest to provide
for the State acquisition of estates, of the rights of intermediaries
therein and of certain rights of rai)-als and under-raf)’afs.

Preliminary,

1. (J) This Act may be called the Wat Bengal Estates
Acquisition Act, 1953

gb.rt
title
and
ox ioat, (2.) it extends to the whole of West Bengal except the areas

descr lied in Schedule 1 of the Calcutta Municipal Ait, 1951, as TeA-b Be11•

deemed to have been amended under section 554 of that Act. {'}Kai
of 1961.

2. In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,–

Doani.
done.

A
BILL

It is hereby enacted as follows:–

CHAPTER I

(a) “agricultural year” means the Bengali year commencing
-on the first day of Baisakh;

(b) “agricultural land” means land used for purlx)ses of
agriculture or horticulture;

(c) “charitable purpose” includes the relief of the poor,
medical -relief or the advancement of eduCation or
of any other object of general public utility;

(d) “Collector” means the Collector of a district or any -
other omcer appointed by the State Government to
discharge any if the fuictions of the Collector
under this Act;

(e) “date of vesting” means the date mentioned in the
noti6cation under subsection (f) of section 4;

(f ) “estate” or “tenure” includes part of an estate or part
of a tenure;

(g) “homestead” means a dwelling house together with any
courtyard, compound, garden, outhouse, place of
worship, library, guest-house, tanks, wells, privies,
latrine£, drains and boundary walls appertaining to
or attached to such dwelling house and iwessary for
the use and enjoyment thereof and the lands
underneath;

(h) “incumbrance” in relation to estates and rights of inter.
mediari% therein does not include the-rights of a
raivat , an under-raiyat or non-agricultural tenant;

(i) “intermediary” means a proprietor, t£nureholder,
under-ten-ure-holder or an9 other intermediary atxive
a raDIal or a non-agricultural tenant;

( j) "land” includes tHae6ts'to arise out of land, and things
attached to the earth or permanently fastened to
anything attached to earth;

(k) “non-agdcultural land” means land not used for the
purpbse of aHculture or horticulture;

(1) “non-agricultural tenant” has the\ same meaning as in

#4/rest Ben@1 Non-AIHculnlnal ToMBoy Act’ IITWb
(m) „noti6ed aka” means a district or a subdivision in o1 1848

respect of which a noti6cation has been duly put>
Ushed under section 4;
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(Chapter I.–Preliminary.–Chapter II.–Acquisition d estates
and of the rights ef iptermediaries therein.–£lauses
3 –5. )

3, The orovisions of this Act shall have eaect notwith-
FUnding anything to the contrary coptained in any other law or
in any – coitract– express or implied or in any instrument
and notwithstanding any usage or alston to the contrary.

Aat to
override
oUnr
IasB ebD.

Anqrdrl$on of weB86 nd ol the rigbh! ol bnb•nbedlaHa thadb

Now,a, 4. (/) The State Government may, from time to time, by
don ' noti6cation declare that with efFect trim the date mentioned in
v:Bt1118 the noti6cation, all estates and the rights of all intermediaries in

;iiiStu g: Siif?h:nHS i:/?nyc:rE:::ic::.a suUbvbbn’ shaLE vast in
lIBOdr&ria8.

(2) Every such noti6£ation shall tn pubb8hod in the OBuial
Gazelle and in at least twO issues each of two newspapers
circulating in West Bengal.

(3) The p©bli£ation d SIKh noti6catbn in the manner
Dro+iaed in sirtbsection (2) shall tn conclusive evidence of the
due putgk8tbn of the noti6caaon ard of notice to all persons
a8ecied by the noti6catbn.

V) in the ase of Govuament khas ma}rats, the declaration
anda’ Sut>60ction (1) shall apply only to the ri8hts of all inter-
m8Uarid8 holding immediately dr mediatily under the
(}overrunent

& Upon the due pubUcadon at a noti6cation IInda
sa:tion 4,-on arId from tIn- date af yuan&•.-

(a) the estates and all rights of hrtermediaHw ia_ aId
atatu, to which tIt docluatkxr applies, pba& vest
in the State free trxxrW bwmbrMm;'-in padi.
cnhr ald wiIbout proju&b &) the ©nnlit9 df thR
pdvisions of this c)and, dw me of the following
bOlts which may tn own&l. by - an kReanediary
st;al veIl in the'StaR Twnely==

Rant of
noti60a.
do&

The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(n) “one<rop land” and “twbcrop laDd” mean respec.
tively land caEpble of producing one crop or two
crops during a S'ear; and for the purTx>se of calcula-
don. one acre of twocroD land graII be deemed to
be equivalent to one and one quarter acre of cab
crop -land;

(o) “pnscri hd” means pnscritnd by rules made under
this Act;

(p) “pucca building” means any masonry building tr)gethu
with the lands upon whiih such building stands aId
includes also laid appurtenant to such baikling
and anything perman6ntly amxed to SIX:h land or
growing theran and -necessary for the use and
enjoyment of such building;

(q) “religious purTnse” mmm a purp(no connected with
religious worship, teaching or service, or any perform-
ance of religious rights; b

(r) “rent” includes any money rwoverable under any
enactment for the time king in force as if it were a
rent

(s) expressions used in this Act and not otherwise de&ned
-have in relation to the areas to which the &aga1
Tenancy Act, 1885, applies, the same meanings
as in that Act and in relation to other areas meanings
as similar. thereto as the existing law relating to land
tenures applying to such areas, permit.

VIII of
1886.

CHArrBR n.

(i) rights in subsoil arId in -minw arui Mwmb,
(ii) rights in hall, Mars, &M, R>ruts, £shedn, tHIsand other uiruti interests, -i
(iii) @ItS in any MainE or 8tnutun or part there&

standing-on an bId oomprbod ia die ntate or in
the internts;

+
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The West Bengal E£tates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter II.–Acquisition of estates and of the
intermediaries therein.–Clause 6.)

rightS of

(b) all grants of. and confirmation of tides to, estates and
interests therein, to which the declaration applies
and which were made in favour of intermediaries
shall determine;

(c) until further legislation is made in this behalf by the
State Legislature, every rai)’at or non-agricultural
tenant. holding any land under an intermediary, shall
hold the same directly under the State. as if the State
had been the intermediary, and on the same terms
and conditions as immediately before the date of
vesting:

Provided that any such person who was holding any land
rent-free or at a specially low rent shall be bound to
pay such rent therefor as may be prescribed;

(d) every raiyal . non-agricultural tenant or a lessee holding
under an intermediary shall be bound to pay to the
State his rent and other dues in respect of his land,
accruing on and from the date of the vesting, and
every payment made in contravention of this clause
shall be void and of no effect.

Right of 6. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in sections 4
L!1Inn?- and 5, an intermediary sha–11 bq entiiled to retain as from the
==n t'’ date ok vesting,– ’
oort8ia
PN aRies, (a) homesteads;

(b) pucca buildings, situated within municipalities;

(c) non-agricultural land in his khas possession, not exceed-
ing 6fteen acres in area, as may tn chosen by him;

(d) agricultural land, in his khas possession, not exceeding
twenty-five acres in area of twbcrop land or land
equivalent thereto, as may be choseh by hi in,. al eng
with any tank used for the purpose of irrigation
Jhereof;

(e) tea gardens, orchards and 6shedes;

a) mills, factories and workshops;

(g) where the intermediary is a local authority,–land held
for public purposei by such authority;

(h) where the intermediary is a corporation or an institution
established for an exclusively charitable or an
exclusively religious purpose,–land held by such
corporati6n or instititio-n for such charitable or
religious purpose;

(1) where the intermediary is a Cooperative Society engaged

}:difaaJV:Ip::ie: AT,mF9aFJ, J£gls£:f iT }lV£irng= NiP
agricultural - land in the khas possession of such '"'’'
Siciety or Company, not exce6ding in area the
number of acres- which the members of the Society
or the Company would have been entitled to retain
in the aggiegate under clause (d) if each such
member Q–ere– an intermediary, and chosen by such
&xiety or Company.

(2) Until further legislation is made in this tnhal£ by the
State Le8isIHun

(a) homesteads shall tn held dirutly as a tenant under
the State but without payment of any rent;

(b) pucca buildings referred to in clause (b), non-agHcul-
tural lands ieferred to in clause (c), agricultural lands
referred to in clauses (d) and (D, and lands referred
to in clauses (g) and (h) of sub-section (1), shall be
held dirutly as a tenant under the State, subject to
the payment of such rent as may be prescribed;
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The West Ben8al Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter II.–Acquisition of estates and of the rUBS of
intermediaries therein.-{lawes 7=10.)

(c) tea .gardens, orchards and 6sheries referred to in clause
(i), and mills, factories and workshops referred
to in clause (f) of sutmection (1) shall be held
directly under the State, subject to the payment of
such rent and subject to such terms and conditions
as may in prescriknd:

Provided that if any tea garden, orchard, 6shery, mill,
factory or workshoP was held pnder an inter-
mediary under a ?TctrDl;;yirt }ie RFcltsigRg:: rai.'f
R:nI:PculufSn;tiITc; Act.’tY49,ledid Tot aT:K {:,8,5{ BM
such lease shall be held 'directly under the Staie as Act XX of
if the State had been the intermediary, and on the 1849'
same terms and conditions as immediately More
the date of vesting.

4noaN of 7, All arrears of land revenue and cesses remaining law-

py to any other made of recovery, be recoverable by deduction of
i]lt'n-" the anclunt of such arrears from the money payable as com-
dia'7' pensation to such intermediary under this Ait.' '
ArwaH 8. An arrears of rent remaining lawfully due to any inter-

}iT;;:d ::egb:j:esf: s fu !!): jfiIE:?:jr:=ii :: rEf:Fi: ::B:: f:
dOc;BOB arTears of rent in respect of such intereit, whether having the
f'r 8-'ch eRect of a rentdecrei or moneyqjecree and whether obtained
aFHa”" before or after the date of vesting, and the execution of which is

not barred by limitation, shall cdrtinue to tn recoverable by such
intcnnedary' and shall -without prejudice to any other male of
recovery bi recoverable by attaibrient of any money that may
be payible as aompen&ad6n to such person utrder this Act.

CoaThr 9. (1) Upon the publkation of any noti6caaon uncle{

3;;':'f ==i::t & :::GIRIIEItls fIIEhajEtVR: £££Uu iEruTe#edn it
'lu: + (2) For the purpose as aforesaid, the Collector may, by a

jSJS! Hj!=yM£Ua Bn;frI:naSnpK;:11tS:TmFa;sqourkty:k:}t£l5
i,ita h of ang such -estate or of -any such interest, to give up
th' Bt-t'- such 606scssion by a date to tn speci6ed in the order (which

ihdl aot be earlie r tthan sixty days- from the date of service of
the order) and to deliver by that-date any documents, registers,
records and collection papas connected with the managemen!
of such estate or of sueh 'interest which are in his custody and
to furnish a statement in the prescribed form in rcsped of such
estate or such interest.

(3) The Collector or any oncer authorized by him in this
behalf may take such steps at use such forw, as may be nwes-
SW to erkorce oomphante with the order and may also enter
ani building or place for the purpose of taking passes- .
si6n of dJcumenis, registers, rwords or aolloction papers
referred to in sut>section (2) .

(O Noahg in this sntion shall authorise the Collector to
tak: -khas possession of any estate or of any right of an inter-
mediary thirein, which ma'y tn retained uider-snaon 6.

!mMU 10, (1) if any person on whom an order has. tnfn
R” _tl?p' served uider sut>;ection (2) of sntion 9, wilfully fails 'or

&T', itifiIn::d:? c:T:£ig Elt 1 £mea sH6:dtt;:cre:jHJFTh#F:u::
iNi&:--- - further time as the Collector may allow or withbolds any

dcxnments, registers, recaxb of coll6ction paInts or wilfully
furnishn any iicorrect statement, it shall tn - lawful fcv the
Collector, after giving such pctson an opportunity of tning
heard, to imposi a -£ne upcin such pcrs6i. Such Sae may
extend to one- thousand rupeis or in aId case of an intermediary
6ve times the annual reveiue and cess or rent of the estate or
the interest concerned, as the case may be, whichever is greater.

(2) An appeal against any order of the Collector under
sutbsution (1-): if pr-efened $ithin sixty days of such order,
shall be to the prtscritnd authuity ana stlib authority shall
dbp(w d the a§pcal amalin8 oo- the pte$cxitwd proddare.

\
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The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter II.–Acquisition of estates and of the rights of
intermediaries therein.–Chapter III.–Assessment and pay-
meru of compensation.–(lawes II–IS .)

(3) The anc imposed under sut>section (/) or as confirmed or
varied on any appeal therefrom shall be paid within sixty days
of the order inrposing thc fine, or the orderon appeal, as the case
may be, and in default of such payment shall be recoverable as
a public demand under the Beig£l Public Demands Recovery #ln;f'tAct, 1913. iL-ri.-

P8ymont
of ad
iNerinr
CODapOl}'
88tion

11. Everv intermediary whose estate or interests have vested
in the State arid have been iaken charge of by the Collector under
section 9 shall be entitled to receive in cash, in respect of such
estate or interests at such time and in such manner as may be
prescribed, an ad-irllerinr payment at the rate of one-third of the
net annual income from such estate or interests to be calculated
in the prescribed manner and all such payments shall be deemed
to be part of the cornpcnsation payable to such intermediary under
this Act and shall, at the time of payment of such compensation,
be deducted from and adjusted against it.

11 un ago .
mor it
of ost atoe
aDd
interests of
intern
In\'di8rios
v08tbod iII
the State.

12. All estates and all interests of intermediaries therein.
which have vested in the State under a notification under sec-
tion 4 and which have been taken possession of by the Collector
under section 9 shall be nran3ged according to such rules as the
State Government may from time to time make in this behalf:

Provided that the State Government may at any time, if it
so thinks fit, entrust the management of suih estates and such
interests to any local body or agency on such terms and condE
dons, as it may, by general or ipecial order, ax, and the local
body or agency shall-manage sueh estates and such interests in
accordance-with rules mad–e by the State Government in this
behalf.

CHAPTER III.

Prop8r8.
tion of
Compon.
8ation
Assess .
mont Roll.

Assessment and payment of compensation.
13. (/) The Compensation Officer shall in respect of a

noti6ed area prepare a -Compensation Assessment Roll as soon
as possible after-the publicafion of the nod6cation.

(2) Such Compensation Assessment Roll shall contain panE
culars about the £ross income and the net income of each inter-
mediary from all his estates and interests within the notified area.

Separate
&r88t .
mont of
each
co.gb&rot
into r .
modiuy
for purpose
of 888888.
mont and
p&yIDont
of corn.
pon8atioa.

14, in preparing the Compensation Assessment Roll as
aforesaid, eaih io-shirer intermediary shall be treated as if there
had beeri a partition between such - intermediary and other on
sharer interm-ediaries on the date of vesting:

Provided that all the interests of a cosharer intermediary in
all estates and interests situated in a noti6ed area shall tx treated
together as constituting a single unit.

Gregg
income
and not
income .

15. (1) For the purpose of the preparation of the Com-
pensation Assessment Roll for any noti6ed area–

(a) the gross income of an intermediary shall be taken to
consist ot–

the aggregate of the rents payable or deemed to be
payable– to him for the previous agricultural year
by- his immediately subordinate tenants including
the commuted value of rents in kInd of such tenanti
determined in the prescritnd manner and subject
to the provisions of- section 37;

(H) in respect of khas lands, the actual annual income of
such land determined in the prescribed manner;

(iiI) the income derived durIng the previous agricultura}
year from hats, bazars, -ferries,- 6sheries, –tolls and
other sairati interests;

(h) the income from forests calculated on the basis of the
average annual income of twenty-6ve agricultural
years immediately preceding the agricultural year in
Ulrich the date if -vesting falls; aid
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(Chapter IIl.–Assessment aix/ ,payment of compensation.–
Clause 16.)

by

Amount of grow income.
(a) Where tho pon income don not

oxcn<! R&m.
( B) Where the gro© income oxceod6

but dam not OIOoed R8.2,000.

(a) When the Fun income un<Is
lk.2.(XX) tiut dIm not exceed
RB.6'.000.

(D) Where the grow income oxcood?
Re.6.(XX) but dow not exceed
R8.10,000.

(B) WItoro the gron inoomo 6xc6ale
Ba.10.(XX) bit do08 not OIc>ed
B8.16,000.

(F) When the goon income o•mods
R,.16,000.

Provided that the daluction on account of clausa (iI) and
vin shall not in the case of intermediaries whose gross incomes
iIi spcci6ed in paragraphs (B) to (F) be less than the deductions
on a8count of those-clauses in the case of intermediaries whose
gross incomes are apeci6ed in p&mgnphs (X) to (E) nsWively.

(2) in the case of a recusant proprietor of a temporarily-
seNid- estate, the malikarta received by such proprietor in
;aspect of ali previous agricultural year ihall be dnined to tn
the- net income-of such proprietor.

Explanation._For the purposes of this section “previous

;)%!:l:;lhey::::u#::};Pye;lrh adViSEIt#Tda{fall ::::Tjl?ll/
16. (1) After the net income has been computed IInde{

section lil'are Compensation OfReer shall, for the- purpose of
i)repaMg ’the Comjensation Assessment Roll for a-le hoUSed
;re;g prJceed to de£ermine the amount of compensation payable
to Lrieanediaries in aecordance with the - following table,
namely :–' TABLE.

Amount of
Not broome. oornpomation

pabIble.

A-use
mont of

uBoT,a

For the £r#tFb.I,(XX)orlan . .
For the aoIt lb.2,m) . .

T\n tho aort Ra.6,m) . .
For tho nell Ra.IOW) . .
For the nert R8.26W) . -

For the noxt Ra.SOW) . .
For tlrotnl&na80ftlrourt iww

The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(v) the annual income deriVed during the previous agricul-
tural year from any other interest of such inter-
mediay not expresily mentioned in sutnlauses (1)
to (iv).

(b) The net income of an intermediary shall be computed
deducting from his gross income the following, namely:–

(D any sum payable by such intermediary during the
-previous- agricultural year as land revenue, cesses
br rent, if -any, to thi State Government or to his
immediately sbpcrior landlord, as the case may be,
in respect if the interests to which his gross income
rel8tn;

(iI) the average expenditure, if any, determined in the
prescriFed manner and at the prescribed rates based
bn gross income, incurred by such intermediary
on account of the rnaintenance of any irrigation or
protective works in respect of such interests;

and collection at(IID charges on account of management
the following rates, namely:–

Rate.
Nil.

Five per contum .RB.500

Seven and a half
por aonbum.

Ten per aentum.

Twelvo and a
half per oontum.

Fifteen per aon.
:rUIn,

Fift08n tirndg the neA inaoano.
Thir+ana tim88 tho net income.
Blown tirn08 tho not inaomo.
Nino tian the not inoom8.
8ovon tirn08 tho not incono.
Five tim08 tho not inoomo.
Four Um08 tho M&nao af the

not html\e.
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(Chapter

Provided that \There such net income is derived from
interests which are held under a bona Ode trust or other legal
obligation for exclusively charitable or religious purposes
without reservation of pecuniary benefit to any individual-, the
compensation payable for such interests shall be assessed as a
perTietual annuity equal to such net income

Prelimi

H=IPc a.
tion of
Com pen .
8 at ion

As909 s .
mont Roll,

Contents
of the
order of
Coupon.
88tion
O aber.

App08l8.

Final
publica.
tion of
tho Com.
pons8tion
A380s8 .
mont Roll,

The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953

Ill,–Assessment and payment
Clauses 17–20.)

of compensation.–

Where an intermediary is the holder of a temporary
interest, the comlnnsation payable to such inter-
mediary in respect of such interest shall be paid
out of the compensation which would, but for- the
existence of such temporary interest, be payable to
his immediate superior landlord, or

(2) (a)

where the interest of an intermediary is subject to a
usufructuary mortgage, the compensation payable
to such intermediary shall be apportioned between
him and his usufructuary mortgagee;

(b)

and the Compensation Officer shall apportion thc compensation
between the holder of such temporary interest and his inrnle-
diately superior landlord or between such intcrmediary and his
mortgagee in such proportion as nra)’ be just and fair having
regard to the unexpired period of such temporary interest or the
usufructuary mortgage

17. (/) After the amount of compensation has been
determined in accordance with the provisions of section 16 and
entered in the Compensation Assessment Roll, the Compensation
C)nicer shall cause a draft of such roll to be published in the
prescribed manner and for the prescribed period and shall receive
and consider any objections which may be made to any entry
therein or to any omission therefrom during the period of
publication and shall dispose of such objections according to
such rules as the State Government may make in this behalf.

Roll may be
for different

(2) Separate draft Compensation Assessment
prepared and published under sub-section (7)
villages or group of villages in a notified area. e

18. TIle order of the Compensation Officer deciding an
objection under sub-section (1) of section 1.7 or an order
under subsection (2) of section 24 shall contain a concise
statement of the case, the points for determination, the decision
thereon and the reasons for such decision.

19, (/) An appeal. if presented within two months from
the date of the order appealed against, shall lie from every
order passed by a Compensation Officer under subsection (/)
of section 17 or under sub-section (2) of section 24 to the
Special Judge appointed under sub-section (2) of section 49.

(2) An appeal shall lie to the High Court from every order
passed on appeal by a Special Judge under sub-section -(J) on
any of the grounds speciFied in section 109 of the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908.

Act V of
1908.

20. (/) When all such objections have been disposed of,
the Compensation Officer shall make such alteratio-ns in the
draft Compensation Assessment Roll as may be necessary to give
effect to any order passed on objections made under sub-section
(/) of section 17 and shall cause the said roll as so altered to
be 6nally published in the prescribed manner and make a ceRi-
ncate sating the fact of iuch anal publication and the date
thereof and shall date and subscribe the same with his name
and o6cial designation.

(2) Tbc publication of the Compensation Assessment Roll
under sub-s&tion (f) shall tn conclasive evidence that the said
roll has been duly made under this Chapter and every entry
in such roll so finally published shall, ejcept as [nodi-Red bI
any ordet on apwl under section .19, be aid and conclusive
evidence of the matters referred to in such entry.
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The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter III.–Assessment and payment of compensation.–
Clauses 2/–24.)
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21. A Compensation CHeer may, on application or of his
own motion at airy time More payMent of 26mpensadon under
section 22, correct any entry ii the Compensation Assessment
Roll, which he is satis6ed has been made owing to bona 6de
mistake :

Provided that no such correction shall be made if an apFeal
aaecting such entry has been presented under section 1-9- or
until reasonable notice has tnen given to the parties ooncerned
to appear and tn heard in the matter.

Manner
of pay.
mont of
OODal)on'
&ation.

2.2, (1) As soon as may be after the time within
which appeals under section 19 may be made has expired,
the Compensation Officer shall in the prescritnd manner
proceul td make payment of the compensation to the inter.
mediaries who are- entitled to such corhpensation in terms of
the Compensation Assessment Roll together with interest at the
rate of three per centum per annum on such compensation
accruing from the date of vesting to the date of payment of
the compensation, if in cash, or to the date of issue of the bonds,
if in hinds:

Provided that no compensation shall be paid to an inter.
mediary until the appeal, if any, made by s-ucb intermediary
under section 19 hai been 6nallj disposed of.

(2) All sums payable as compensation to an intermediary
not exceeding rupees- ave thousand in amount or one year’s net
income wbicheve-r is greater but not exceeding ru£nes afty
thousand in any case, shall be paid in cash and the balan-cc, if any,
shall be paid in bonds carrying interest at three pr cent tim per
annum +ith effect from the date of issue and payable in the
prescribed manner in twenty equal annual instalments subject to
lay deduction from such payment of any sum which the Collector
may order to be made under 9%tion 7 dr any ad-interim payment
made under section 11 or any other sum recoverable fr6ni such
compensation under sntion 8 or under an order of attachment:

Provided that the State Government may at any time pay the
cornmut£a value of the annuity tx)nd in one ingtalment.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sut>nation (2),
the entire amount of thi compcniation in respect of any interests
payable under the proviso to- sut>sution (1) of swtioi 16 shall
b- payable in perjetual annuity bonds. Such bonds shall be
deli>sited with'ihe- Collector of- the district and $ucb Collector
shall make the annual payment in respect of such bonds to the
trustee or other persoi -entitled to the management of such
interests.

9

Conpaa.
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23, if any intermediary entitled to receive such oompea-
sation in respdr of any iiternt be a person incompetent to
alienate such- interest the Compensation oaicer shall keep the
amount of compensation payable for such interest whether iq
cash or bonds ill deposit With the Collector of the district and
such Collector shall arrange to invest the cash and the proceeds
of the bands in the purehase of such Government or other
approved securities as -such Collector thinks fit and shall direct
thi payment of the qncome .from }uch investment tp. glc iIteri
media& who would for the time being have been entitled to holt!
and enjoy such interests if they had -not vested in the State and
such binds and swurities shall-remain so deposited until they are
made ova to any person or persons tncoming absolutely
entitled thereto:

Provided that nothing herein oontained shall gReat the
liability of any person who may receive the whole or any part
of any'compeisa'tion made undei this Act to pay the same -tot he
penoir lawfully entitled hereto.

\

ljb81itB of
anount8
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a11 <)1n n

par8ation,

a (J) Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in
this Act or in any Compeisatioh Assessment Roll as 6aally
published under action iO, no intermediary shall tn entitled to.
ieceive on amormt of compensation any amount in excess of
the amount calculated on his total net income from all his
interut3 held by him within the State at the late spKi6ed in
the tabb qmtailnd h wxiaa 16.
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(Chapter III.–Assessment and payment of compensation.–
Chapter IV.–Mines and Minerals.–-Clauses 25–28. )

(2) Tlle Compensation Officer shall, before making any
payment under section 22 of any compensation payable in terms
at a Cornpensation Assessn lent Roll prepared for any notified
area, ascertain from such intermediary in the prescribed
manner if any amount has been paid to him on accowit of com-
pensation in respect of any other notified area and adjust the
-payment by making any deduction he considers nece$sary:

25. (J) No portion of the compensation payable to any
intermediary in ternrs of any Compensation Asxssnrcnt Roll
finally pub Fished under section 20 in excess of fifty per centum
thereof shall–

EItx>Ilt of
recovery
compoll. \
a&tion
molloy by
attach.
monte

(2) Where there are several orders oF attachment and the
aggr;gate of the sums to be attached under such orders exceeds the
tiHit }eferred to in sub-section (1), the order shall be enforceable
to the extent of such limit and the priority amongst them shall tx
decided in accordance with the principles laid down in section t R ,, ,
73 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 19(f8: IB&v 'f

Pmvi,ions 26. The provisions of this Chapter shall have eRect notwith-
$C=&pt'r sturdlng anya;bg to the contrary ilsewherc in this Act.
Ornnide
other
provi8io08
of the
Act.
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The West Bengal Estates Ac,quisition Bill, 1953.

Provided that–

(a) no such deduction shall be made until a reasonable
notice has been given to the intermediary to apFnar
and be heard in the matter; and

(b) any such order for deduction shall be subject to appeal
as provided under section 19.

(a) be liable to be deducted under an order of a Collector
made under section 7, or

(b) be liable to attachment at any one time in execution of
decrees including decrees for arrears of rent.

Provided that any sum which is required to be deducted
under the order of a Collector under secti6n 7 shall have priority
before any order of attachment.

CHAPTER IV.

Mines and Minerals.

27. All mines in a noti6ed area which were in operation
on the date of vestIng and were on such date being workeq
directly by an Interme-diary shall be deemed to have been leasec}
i;lh;st,k t,overnment tb such intermediary ?n such terms and
ii)nations as mav be agreed upon betweeri him and the Statq
iJ-8;ernment9 or in defa att oF aily agreement as may be settled
by the Mines Tribunal:

Provided that all such terms and conditions shall be in
a(.x..ord-anc; with the provisions of any Central Act for the time
8;ing in force relating to the grant of -mining leases.

28. (/) All leases of mines and minerals in a noti£ed arca
subsisang- Jn are date of vesting, shall with eRect from such date
be deem-d to have been granted by the State Government
to the- holder of the said ;ubsisting lease on the same temp
;-nd-–i.onditions as of the subsistirig lease with the additional
;;iditibn-iFall if h the opinion of The State Government, the
holder of the 'lease had nd, before the date of commencement
ii-This - Acl: done any prospecting or development work, the
iLt;-TJover;ment shaH t;e eridtled -at any time -tnfon the expiry
iib-ne-yea; from the said date to ermi+late the lease by giting
three months’ notice in yoUng:
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(Chapter IV.–Mines and Minerals.–Clauses 29–32. )

Provided that nothing in this sut>section shall be deemed to
prevent any m(xlificatiois being made in the terms and condi-
dons of the said lease in acfort4ance with the provisions of any
Central Act for the time king in force regulatIng the modifica--
dons of existing mining leases.

(2) The holder of any such subsisting lease of mines or
minerals shall not tn entitled to claim any damages from the
outgoing jntermediary on the ground that the terms of the lease
executed by such intermediary in respect of the said mines or
minerals have tncome incapable of fulfilment by the operationof this Act.

Buildings
and land ,
8ppurt;o'
n8nt; to
HaInes.

29+ Where a mine is deemed to have been leased by the
State Government to an intermediary under section 27 or
where a lease is deemed to have been granted by the State
Government under section 28 to the holder of a subiisting lease,
all buildings and lands not included in such lease, whi6h vest
in the State by the operation of this Act and are in the use or
mcupation qf the lasee for purposes connected with the
working or extraction of mines or minerals, including the lands
upon which any works, machinery, tramways or sidings apper-
taining to the mines are situated, shall be deemed to have -been
leased with effect from the date of vesting by the State Govern-
ment to such intermediary or lessee, subject to the payment of
such fair and equitable ground rent as may tn agreed upon
tetween the State- Govcrninent and the intermediary or lessee. or
in default of agreement, as may be Sled by the Mines Tribunal.
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n. The Compensation oaicer shall in respect of a noti6ed
area prepare in th-e presuibed form and in - the prescribed
manna a Compensation Assessment Roll containing in respect
of every intermediary directly working mines ot receiving
royalties on account of mInes and minerals–

(a) his gross income from mines worked directly by him
and his net Income deemed to have teen rwetvod
from such mines;

( b) his gross income and net income from royalties on
account of miaw and minerIIS leased by him;

(c) compensation at the rate spni6ed in the table contained
in section 16, on the -basis of the net income; and

(d-) such other particulars as may be pnscritnd.

(blcul8.
tion of
gn)88 and
net
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from
aUn08
and
IKlinOFBb B

31. (1) For the purpose of clause (a) of section 30, the
mss income of an inierriediary from mines worked directly by
him shall tn the average annual income calculated on the basis
of the annual returns 6-led by him for the assessment of cess or
income-tax during the perkxi of twelve agricultural years imme-
diately preceding–the akricultural year within which- the date of
vestirig taIls or -any sh6rter period for which returns have been
ebd; -and an amount equal- to 6ve per centurn of such gross
income shall be deemed io be the net income from such mines.

(2) For the purposes of clause (b) of section 30, the gross
Income of an iniermediary from roy alties on account of mines
and minerals leased by- him shah be the average annual
gmss income on account of royalties, other than- any sum
rweived by way of salarni or premium, calculated on the basis
of the annual returns filed by such intermediary for the assess-
ment of cess or incomotax during the period of twelve agri-
cultural years immediately preceding - the agricultural y–ear
within which the date -of - vesting- falls, dr any sh6rt£r
pedal for whiM 8uch returns have ben 61ed, - aId the
iet income from rDyaldes bball tn computed by deducting from
the gross income - si determined the aMar of the huMe-tar
lnyable theMn duriag the nid'poricxl and the cost of oolbction
at nICk rates as may -be ptonib8d.

<»upon•
eation

F#IIi:88
•nd

32. (1) (a) if the amount of compensation dctetrnined under
clause (c) of - adion 30 is agreed to- by the intermediary, such
amount shall b deemed to in the a6mp€nsaaon payable in
luNt of the mines and minerals to the b'tennediary:

n,in :i =Ie ,
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(Chapter IV .–Mines and Minerals.–Chapter V.–Preparcllion
of Record-trI-rigltfs.–(Itruses 33–36.)

(b) if no such agreement is reached within such period as may
be prescribcd. the C-onrpensation Olliccr shall refer the question
of determination of the amount of compensation to the Mines
Tribunal.

(?) Where in pursuance of the additional conditions nren-
tioncd in sub-section (/) of section :g. any lease of nIines or
minerals is terminated by the State Government. the lessee shall
be entitled to such compcrLq IItion for the prcirlature termination
of the leasc as nra)’ be agreed upon between the State Govern-
ment and the lessee. or in default of agreement, as may be deter-
mined by the Mines Tribunal.

Min08
Tribunal. 33. ( / ) Tbc Mines Tribunal appointed for the purposes of

this Chapter shall consist of a Chairman who shall be an officer
not below the rank of a District Judge and a member who shall
be a Mining Expert. Both the Chairman and the Mining Expert
shall be appointed by the State Government with the previous
approval of the Central Government.

(2) The Tribunal shall follow such procedure as may be
prescribed.

(3) in regard to any matter of compensation referred to
the Tribunal by the Compensation Officer under section 32,
the Tribunal at the conrmenccmcnt of the proceedings before it
may require the State Government and the intermediary to state
what in-their respective opinions is the fair amount of compensa-
tion; and in giving its decision as to the amount of compensation
to be paid, the Tribunal shall have regard to the provisions of
scctiorf 31 and to thc opinion of the MIning Exlxrt: with regard
to the extent of the mining operation carried on and of the
minerals obtained and shall determine the amount of compensa-
tion to be payable to the intermediary at a rate which shall
not exceed twenty times the net income, as may appear to the
Tribunal to be fair and reasonable.

(4) in settling the terms and conditions of a lease by the
State Government under section 27. the Tribunal shall have
power to determine the extent of the property deemed to have
been leased by the State and in so doing shall have regard to the
reasonable reauirements for the future developMent of the mIning
concern of the lessee.

(5) if there is a difference of opinion between the Chairman
and the member in respect of any matter, the matter shall be
referred to a Judge of the High Court to be nomInated by the
Chief Justice and-the decision of such Judge shall be binding on
the Tribunal and shall be final and conclusive.

Appeal

:S:= of
the
Tribunal.

34. An appeal, if presented within two months from the
date of the ofdbr appealed against, shall lie against any order
of the Tribunal to the High Court except in respect of matters of
difference disposed of under sub-sectidn (5) of section 33.

Payment
of oom
Don&atiion
tor min080

35. The provisions of section 22 shall apply mutatis
mutandis in regard to the manner of payment of compensation
for mines and minerals under this Chapter.

CHArrER V.

Pnpantion ot Rocordof.rigas.
Propara.
tion of
record.of.
ri8htB.

36. (/) nIe State Government may, for carrying out the
lnrlx>ses of this Act, make an order directing–

(a) that a recordaf-rights be prepared in respect of any
district, or subdivision, or

(b) that the recordaf-rights prepared and 6nally published
under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy A-ct, 1885, VIII of
in respect of any district, or subdivisioi be revised, 1886-

by a Revenue Officer in accordance with the provisions of this
Chapter and such rules as may tx made in this behalf by the
Stati: Government.
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The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, /953.

(Chapter V.–Preparation of Recordvf-rights.--Clauses
37–41 . )

(2) A notification in the O#rciat Gazette of an order under
sutbsection (/) of this section shall be conclusive evidence that
the order has been duly made.

V) When an order is made under subsection ( 1), the
Revenue Officer shall record in the record<)f-rights to be pre.
pared or revised in pursuance of such order, such particrilars
as may tx prescribed.

(k)mmu.
tation
of rent
in kind
into
IIRODDy'
rollt .

378 (1) if any raiyat pays for a holding rent in kind or
on the estimated value of a portion of the crop, the Revenue
omcer shall, in the prescribed manner, determine the sum pay-
able or deemed to be payable as money-rent and record guar
rent in the record x)f-rights.

(2) in making the determination the Revenue OfReer shall
have regard to

(a) the average money-rent payable by occupancy raiyats
for land of a similar description and- with similar
advantages in the vicinity;

(b) the average value of the rent actually received by the
landlord during the preceding ten years or during
any shorter period for which evidence may tn
avai]able :

Provided that the sum to be paid so determined shall not
CICnd one-fourth of the value of the crop grown on such hold-
ing as may be estimated in the prescritnd manner.

Aw=n.
zlloat of
nub of
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tonnnci08.

38, in preparing or revising a noordof-rights under this
Chapter, the Revenue Omcer shall al, in rHpect of every land
held- by a lnrson who holds such land free of rent in consider&
tion of some service to tn rendered, a rent determined on the
basis of the prevaiIIng rate of rent paid by raiyats for lands of a
similar dncription and with similar advantages in the same
village or in the neighbouring viUagu and shall record such
pers6n in the record+>f-rights as a raiyat liable to pay the rent
io determined.

Eaoct,
of rents
Bottled
unclor thi8
Chaptar ,

39. All rents determined under this Chapter, and entered
in the record=f-rights shall be deemed to haVe been correctly
determined and to tn fair and equitable for the purposes of this
Act

Draft
and final
public8.
tion of
the
romrdof.
right,.

40. (!)' When a record-of-rights has been prepared or
revised as aforesaid, the Revenue OMer shall publish a draft
of the record so prepared or revised in the prescribed manner
and for the prescribed period and shall receive 4nd consider any
objections w-hich may be made to any entry therein or to any
oriission therefrom during the period of snaIl publication.

(2) Any person aggrieved by an order passed by a Revenue
Oncer on -an-y objection made under sut>section (1) may appeal
to the prescribed -Revenue authority in such manner and within
such p€ricxl as may be prncribed.

(3.) When all such objections and appeals have Mn con-
sidere,d and disH)sed of acarding to sriclr rules as the State
Government ma-y make in this behalf, the Revenue OHeel shall
6nally frame thi record and cause such rword to tn £nally
publi;hed in the prescribed manner and make a wrti6cate stating
the fact of such -final publication and the date thereof and shal}date and subscritn the same under his name and oncial
designation.

(4) Every entry in the ncord4f-rights 6nally published under
sut>’sicdon (3) shall, for the puqx>sei of this Act, be conclusive
evidence of the mauer referr6d to in such entry.

()() t rW +
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41. Any Revenue Omen specially emlnwued by the State
Government- in this tnhalf may-, on appHeation or if his own
motion within six months from -the data bf certificate of the final
publication of the rwordnf-rights under sut>section (3) of
iution 40, corrut any entry ii such ruordnf-rights which he
is satis6ed has been m-ade o+ing to a bona fIde mi-stake:

Provided that no such correction shall tn made until reason-
able notiee has been given to the parties comned to appear and
tn heard in the matter.
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A,qui8i- 44. If the State Government is of opinion that it is
don ?f expedient in the public interest to acquire in any notified area

:IF:3:::( J kh/a Jr cc:li Ti !vj nlE : : :c :F ::1 :: 1:T : b : =X•T uTd : :: : ;;I;i ;B IrIS b =ces saE? fill
and u'luIor- maximunr holding, the Statc Government may by notihcdtion
.aiya1,. declare that such- interests and such cultivated AAas lands shall

vest in the State as from the date specified in the notification free
from all incumbranccs other than fhe rights of cultivating raiyats
or under-ra/valls
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The \Vest Bengal Eslates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter V.–Preparatiorl ol Record-oj-rights.–Chapter I//.–
Speciv: prt)visi(IrIS Ivr th,' acquisirioR of certain inlcrests of
rai)’ats and IlIIcit’r-rai) ats.–-<-Idusc's 41–46.)

42. After an order has been made under section 36 direct-
ing the preparation or revision of a record-of-rights, no Civil
Court shall-enterTain any suit or application for the dctermina- .
tion of rent, possession of land, or dcLcrnrination of the statusof an+ tenant- or the incidents of an\' tenancy to which the
record x)f-rjghts relates. and if any suih suit or application is
pending before a Civil Court on the date of such order it shall
abate

43. As soon as may be after the Compensation Assessment
Roll has been linully published under section 20 in resNet of all
estates situated in any area for which a record-of-rights has been
prepared or revised and finally published under this Chapter,
iUC}I record-of-rieht5 shall be modified by clinlinating thcrcfrorn
all the interests of the intermediaries which have vested in the
State and showing therein onlv the tenants who held
directly under the State as a result af vesting of such interests in
the State and one or more numbers to be borne on the revenue
roll of the district shall be assigned by the Collector in respect
of the areas to which such record-of-rights relates in accordance
with such rules as the State Government may make in this
behalf and the Revenue Oflicer shall make a certificate that the
record-of-rjghts have been so modifIed and shall date and
subscribe the same under his name and official designation.

CHArrER VI.

Special provisions for the acquisition of certain interests of
raivars and under-raDars.

Explanation .–For the purpose of this Chapter-

(i) the expression “rent-receiving interests of a raiyat or
an under-rai}’at” means the interests of a raiy(it or
under-raD’at who has sublet his holding whether in
part or in whole;

(Ii) the expression “maximum holding” means an aggr%
gate area of twenty-five acres of twucrop land or
land equivalent thereto;

(iII) “cultivating raiyat or under-rafya£" means a raiyat or
an under-raiyat who has not sublet his holding in
part or in whole.

45. Tlre provisions of Chapters II and Ill shall with such
modifications as may be necessary, apply mutatis mutandis to the
rent-receiving interests of raiyals or under-ralyars and lands in
khas possession in notified areas in respect of which a notification
has been issued under section 44, as if such interests and lands
were interests of an intermediary.

46. Every raiyat and under-ral)’ar whose rent-receiving
interests of AAas lands vest in the State shall be entitled to com-
pensation in accordance with principles laid down in sections 23
-and 24 of the Land Aaluisition Act, 1894, so far as they may I of 1894.
be applicable.
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The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Bill, 1953.

(Chapter Yll.–$upplemental and MisceUarreot&s.–Clauses
47–53 . )

CHArrER VII.

Supplemental and Miscellaneous,

47. There shall be the following authorities for the purposes
of this Act, namely:–

(a) The Board of Revenue;
(b) Special Judges;
(c) Director of Land Records and Surveys;
(d) Settlement Officers;
(e) Assistant Settlement OfEcers;
(/) Compensation Officers; and
(g) Revenue omeets.

48. The State Government may, by noti6cation in the
OfuMI Gazelle, delegate any of the powers except the powers
of making rules under section 53 to be exercised by the Board
of Revenue subject to any reservations as may tn spwi6ed in
the notification.

49. (/) The Board of Revenue shall, in respect of the
whole of West Bengal, exercise the powers conferred and Br-
form the duties imposed on it by this Act and by such rules
as may tx made thereunder.

(2) The State Government may appoint one or more officers
not below the rank of a District Judge to be a Special Judge or
Special Judges for the purposes of hearing appeals under
section 19.

(3) All other officers named in section 47 shall exercise
such powers and perform such duties under this Act or any
rules inade thereunder as may be conferred or imposed on them.

50. A Revenue Officer, subject to any rules made under
this Act, may at any time enter upon any land with such officers
or other persons ai he considers necessary, and make a survey
of the land or take measurements thereof or do any other acts
which he considers to be necessary for carTyLng out any of his
duties under this Act or any rules made thereunder.

51, (1) Subject to any rules made under this Act, a
Revenue Oncer hay, for thi purTX)ses of this Act, by notice
require any person to make and clebver to him a statement o{
to -prcxluci iccords or documents in his Fnssession or control
relating to any interest whatsoever in any land at a time or
place ipcci6ed in' the notice.

(2) Every person required to make or deliver .a statement or
produce any - rhard or -document under this sudon shall tn
aeemed legally tx>und to do so within the meaning of sections
175 and 1–76 -of the Indian Penal Code.

(3) For the purposes of an inquiry under this Act a Revenue
o£nief shall havi pc->wer to surnman and enforce the attendance
of witnesses or of -any person having any interest whatsoever in
any land and to compel -the production of documents by the same
mians and, so far as- may &, in the same manner as is provided
in the casi of a Civil C6urt under the C(xle of Civil Pfocedure,
1908
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52, ( 1) No suit, proswudon or other legal prmeeding shall
lie against any person -for anything which is in gad faith done
or iit£nded tb in done in jursua–ncc of this Act or any lula
made thereunder.

(?) Save as otherwise expi€ssly provided under this Act, no
Suit ot other legal pRxeedinf shalt lie against the State Govern.
meat for any d-amige caused or likely to tn. caused or tor any
injury sufTerid or likely to be spflered by virtue of any provi-
sions- of this Act or any rules made thereunder or by anything
in go(xI faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this
Act or any ruIn made thereunder.

53. (1) The State Government may, after previous put>lb
cation, make rules tor carrying out are liurposes af this Ait

(2 ) in particular, and without prejudice to the generality at
the foregoin g power, such rules may }rrovide for all or naP of
the matt–ers hhich, under any sntio-n -of this Act, are reqiired
to tn prHcdtnd or to tn prdvided for by lula.
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PART IVA] '- THE CALCUTrA GAZEIIE EXTRAORDINARY, MAY 5, 1953 WJ

STATEMENT OF OBJEcrs AND REASONS.

The question of abolition of the Zemindari system has been agitated for
many years in this country. The Land Revenue Conrnlission which was set
up in 1938 recorded its opinion by a majority that the Zen\indari systcrn
was no longer suited to the conditions of the present time and it reconln Iended
that the interests of all classes of rent recci\'cn should be acquired on reasonable
tcrnrs so that the actual culti\'ators might bcconte tenants holding directly under
the Government. The Bcngal AdnIini5tr3tion Enquir\’ Conlnriltce. 1945, which
cxanrined thc question mainly fronr thc adnrinistrati\’c point of view expressed
its opinion that the prescnt sv'.tem of land tenure \vas outlrrodcd and was an
obstacle to the maximum utilisation of the land and water resources of the
count r\

The Agrarian Reforms Comnlittce also was of a sirnilar opinion

This Government has considered the problenr in the light of the opinions
referred to above and decided to bring forward the present Bil] with the -follow-
ing objects, nanrcly:–

( 1 ) to e]iminate the interests of all Zamindars and other intermediaries
by acquisition on payment of compensation; .

(2 ) to permit the intermediaries to retain possession of their kIlos
]ands up to certain limits and to treat them as tenants holding
directjy under the State:

(3 ) to acquire the interests of Zamindars and other intcrnrcdiarics in mines;
and

(4) to provide for certain other necessary and incidental nratters.

S. K. BASU,
Melnbt’I-in charge .

CALCUTTA :

The 4th Ma), 1953.

By order of the Governor,
S. K. D. GUPTA.

Sec)’. to the Govt. ol West Bengal.

an•HHbUHHbbn

Prlnnd and published by the Superintendent, Gorerum8nt PrintIng, YVeg& Bwad9
at Regt Bengai Goveram-out Pre88, A-liporo. on the 6th May 1968. -


